[The efficacy of the intensive, short-duration chemotherapy of patients with cavitary pulmonary tuberculosis].
This study was carried out on 100 cases of cavitary pulmonary tuberculosis in patients eliminating tuberculosis bacilli, as noted at microscopic study. The treatment included four drugs (RHSZ) in 95 case, and 3 drugs in the remaining patients. All the treatments were tailored to individual needs. The duration of chemotherapy was of 6 months in 62 cases. It was prolonged to 9 months in 33 cases and to 12 months in 5 cases. In 81 patients the drugs were applied regularly. The results have demonstrated that at 6 months negative cultures were obtained in 98 patients although the excavations were closed in only 55 cases. At 9 months all the patients were negative but excavations were closed in only 71. Suppression of elimination of bacilli was achieved in 99 of the cases at 12 months, but the excavations were closed in only 92 of the patients. Ninety-nine patients were investigated after 2.5-3.0 years. Five of them were again positive, 94.5% were negative and the excavations were closed in 91.9%. The importance of the cavitary score is discussed with regard to the risk of renewed positivity, and an association is recommended of surgical collapsing and exeresis at the right time.